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Environmentally Friendly Hempseed Oil Stains 
 

About Hemp Shield 
Hemp Shield is a new generation of exterior waterborne stains for Decks, Siding and 
Log Home Treatment that uses Industrial Hemp Oil along with the latest technology to 
produce an environmentally-friendly stain that's performance surpasses most other 
traditional stains. Hemp Shield provides the protection of oil based products but with the 
ease of soap and water cleanup. 
 
Interview conducted by: Lynn Fosse, Senior Editor, CEOCFO Magazine 
 
CEOCFO: Mr. Seber, what is the basic concept for Hemp Shield? 
Mr. Seber: The basic concept for Hemp Shield has to do with adding hempseed oil to 
the formula, which has made a revolutionary basis to create a brand new product and it 
turns out that the hemp see oil molecules are smaller than most of the oils that are used 
in coatings. It allows it to penetrate the wood better and cause a synergy with all the 
other components that are in our formula. 
 

CEOCFO: Have people been looking for a better method? What is wrong with the sealers without hemp? 
Mr. Seber: First of all, they are pain in the neck to put on, they do not last very long, some of them are full of toxic VOCs 
and all sorts of other stuff, they chip they fall off. In general, if you ask people if they have a deck and what they use to 
seal it, eight out of ten of them will act as if you insulted them and start complaining, because that is how badly most of the 
sealers on the market are regarded by the people who have decks. 
 
CEOCFO: How important is the environmentally friendly aspect?  
Mr. Seber: Let me explain it this way. There is a legal controversy going on now that a stain how no VOCs. We call Hemp 
Shield very low VOCs, although the amount that is in it is below the range that is officially defined as such. VOCs are 
volatile organic compounds. In Hemp Shield, the VOCs are found in the pigments themselves and cannot be released into 
the environment, so basically Hemp Shield has not VOCs to release. It also has no HAPs, no hazardous air pollutants and 
there are no fumes, making hemp shield probably one of the greenest, if not the greenest product on the market. We 
tested it for toxicity and it is .00126 parts per unit volume. What that means is that Hemp Shield is less toxic that your 
body or my body or most plants and animals that are in the environment.  
 
CEOCFO: What are you finding is more important for your customers? 
Mr. Seber: What is most important for them is the way that it works. The truth of it is that they appreciate that it is green, 
that it is very efficient, but they like the fact that it goes on in a one coat process and it lasts as long as it does. We do not 
charge a premium for being green; we do not charge a premium for the hemp seed oil. In fact, we are competitively priced 
with all the other premium products on the market. However, when you take into account the high coverage of Hemp 
Shield; 450-650 square feet per gallon, plus the fact that it is a true single coat application, Hemp Shield is actually much 
less expensive than all the other sealers that are on the market. 
 
CEOCFO: Is Hemp Shield available in stores?  
Mr. Seber: Hemp Shield just concluded some deals with two big super distributors who will represent somewhere 
between five and seven thousand lumber yards and hardware stores where Hemp Shield will be appearing in the next 
couple years, next year in fact. In the meanwhile, Hemp Shield is available online at our website www.hempshield.net, 
and if you buy two or more gallons, shipping is free and you put it the promotion code, which is the number 2 and the word 
more in caps. 
 
CEOCFO: How do the deals come about now so that it will be available in stores? Will you need to do 
advertising? Will the stores or distributors do it? What is the business plan? 
Mr. Seber: The business plan is exactly as you described. We have the biggest manufacturer in the Pacific North West 
backing us for production and distribution and order fulfillment and financing on our orders. All that is left to do is to market 
it and get it out there so that we can penetrate the market. The products that are dominating the market right now are not 
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very high quality, but the reason why they dominate the market is because they spend millions and millions of dollars a 
year on advertising. That is what is up for the next phase of Hemp Shield, to really get it out there in both the traditional 
and online advertising modes. 
 
CEOCFO: What is the market for deck sealers? 
Mr. Seber: The market for deck sealers according to the 2010 census for water based deck sealers is about $310 million 
a year. If you throw in wood census, that is another $110 million a year. This was in 2010 when the new construct had 
almost virtually stopped, so we are basically talking about the maintenance market. If you added in the oil based varieties 
of stains, it almost doubles it, but normally we just talk about the water based. Hemp Shield is actually a new form in that it 
is technically what is called a hybrid in that it is water borne but it is actually oil based. This is new form of coating that is 
just starting the reach the market. 
 
CEOCFO: Where else might you use hemp oil? 
Mr. Seber: I do not know of where that is going to be in the building materials other that we have pronounced and 
developed all sorts of new coating including paints and several other products down the line where we are hoping the 
hemp oil will show a superior performance as it does in the stains. As far as other areas, the hemp oil is majorly being 
used in cosmetics, soaps, foods and things like that. 
 
CEOCFO: How are you able to garner the attention of the distributors, the support and financial support as well?  
Mr. Seber: We now have a national sales manager whose name is Mr. Frank Kendall, who has thirty years of experience 
in the merchandising channel for building materials and we have 23 national reps, all of which have 20 years or more of 
experience in the building materials sales channel. We are actively seeking dealers and distributors all over. 

 
CEOCFO: What are the feelings on hemp oil for the environmental and regulatory agencies? 
Mr. Seber: To the degree that they know that they know that it is out there and are totally in favor of it. When they learn 
about how superior hemp shield is, they come out actively for it. It is also true that because Hemp Shield has no 
hazardous air pollutants and has no fumes, many people who have chemical sensitivities or allergies are using Hemp 
Shield because it does not interfere with their sensitivities and all the other stuff does. We are getting a great deal of 
response for that lately. 
 
CEOCFO: What changed from your original concept? What have you learned along the way? 
Mr. Seber: We have learned that it is very difficult to educate the market when you introduce a product that changes 
standard practices. One of the weird things is the fact that hemp shield is a truly one coat process and this has been a 
little hard for the public to accept but it is actually true; more is not better. I know some people say that is anti American 
but that is the truth with Hemp Shield. It is a true one coat product. It is also true that we run into things where for example 
our clear is a true clear and some people get upset because they are expecting that yellow tinge that most of the other 
clear products have and Hemp Shield does not have it. Guys call up and tell me “Listen I had your stuff on my fence for 
the two years and it looks just how I looked when I first bought it! What is going on?” A clear is a clear. That are some of 
the issues that we had to deal with. There has been no push back in terms of politics using the hempseed oil because first 
of all, it has nothing to do with any of the psychoactive properties or anything like that and this is a highly traditional use, 
although there is very little information on the history of using hempseed oils in paints, but we know it was done to a large 
scale.  
 
CEOCFO: What surprised you along the way? 
Mr. Seber: What surprised me was how hard it was to break into the various markets because there is that old boy club 
thing in the building materials field to a very strong degree. How complex it was to deal with all the different issues of 
product development, making the labels right, getting everything in line so that we could actually go to market. 
 
CEOCFO: Why are you so sure people will embrace the product? What gives you that inner confidence? 
Mr. Seber: What gives me that inner confidence is the response that we have gotten from so many people and also the 
fact that as I stated before, most of the products that are on the market are uniformly hated by the people that use them. 
Here we came out with a product that is truly revolutionary, that people love to use and that out performs everything else 
that is on the market now. That is what gives me the confidence to know that this is a winner and it is working. 
 
 

“Hemp Shield is revolutionary in every way and every single component of Hemp Shield is 
modern, state of the art, the best quality and the highest concentration possible, making 
Hemp Shield truly revolutionary Wood Finish & Deck Sealer coating from every aspect.”  

                                                    - David Seber 
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CEOCFO: Final thoughts? 
Mr. Seber: I guess I would like to add that Hemp Shield is revolutionary in every way and every single component of 
Hemp Shield is modern, state of the art, the best quality and the highest concentration possible, making Hemp Shield truly 
revolutionary Wood Finish & Deck Sealer coating from every aspect. 
 

 
BIO: Mr. Seber has been formally involved in the Industrial Hemp “movement” since 1992. He is originator and co-founder 
of C&S Specialty Builder’s Supply which evolved to Fibre Alternatives. 
 
The main work of these companies was and is to develop and demonstrate Hemp based composite applications for 
building materials, and later, biofuels and chars (for agricultural supplements). 
 
Mr. Seber has been associated or initiated the development of Hemp based building materials applications with many 
commercial building material manufacturers, and academic institutions including the Building Materials and Engineering 
Laboratory at Washington State University, Virginia Polytech Univ, Indiana Univ, and others. He co-authored the paper 
“Best Fiber Applications for Composites” published by the Forest Products Society and presented at The 30th Annual 
World Particleboard/Composite Materials Symposium in Pullman, Wa 1996. 
 
Some of the hemp based applications that Mr. Seber helped to develop and demonstrate through the production of lab 
prototypes include: 

1. Medium Density Fiberboard (MDF) panels 
2. Resin/fiber (“natural fiberglass) prototypes 
3. Inorganic bonded insulation and aggregates (cements) 
4. Hemp derived and non-formaldehyde binders 

 
Mr. Seber is the owner of Fibre Alternatives which is a hemp based composite development and bioenergy consulting 
service. He has recently created a poster entitled “21st Century Industrial Hemp Composite & Energy Applications with a 
companion CD including MR Seber’s testimony (3/26/09) at the Oregon State Senate that led to passage of OR SB676. 
 
Mr. Seber has guest lectured, helped design and participate in the first university level course on Industrial Hemp 
WSE266 for the eCampus of Oregon State University in 2013. 
 
Mr. Seber recently completed development and negotiations with Forrest Paint Company of Eugene, Or for the production 
of Hemp Shield which is the first modern hemp oil based wood finish and deck sealer. Hemp Shield will begin a joint 
operation with Forrest Paint Company of production, distribution, fulfillment and marketing on a domestic and worldwide 
basis in January of 2011. Hemp Shield has been successfully on sale for 4 years since then. 
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Hemp Shield 
1573 Wilson Ct 

Eugene, OR 97402 
541-345-7498 

www.hempshield.net 
 


