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BIO: 

Mr. Gill is the President of AJS Man-

agement Inc., a company providing man-

agement consulting to private and public 

companies. He has also been involved in 

the strategy, planning and implementa-

tion phases of re-structuring organiza-

tions. Until October 2006, Mr. Gill was 

heavily involved in the dynamic growth 

stage of Norsemont Mining where the 

company grew from a market capitaliza-

tion of $1 million to $50 million. During 

his tenure with Norsemont Mining, Mr. 

Gill was the VP of Business Development 

and Director as well as the President & 

CEO, Chief Financial Officer and Corpo-

rate Secretary. Mr. Gill also is the CEO 

of Grenville Gold Corp. (TSX-V: GVG. 

 

Company Profile: 

Lomiko Metals Inc. is a Canadian-based 

junior company whose objective is to in-

crease shareholder value through the ac-

quisition and exploration of high quality 

mineral mining projects and develop-

ment into a fully integrated battery sup-

plier. Lomiko is currently exploring 

for salt brines that contain lithium, so-

dium, sulfate, chloride and potash in salt 

lakes or salars. Lomiko's growth strategy 

is to become a fully integrated supplier of 

lithium ion batteries. The potential for 

partnership in creating rechargeable lith-

ium batteries to replace current polluting 

methods of energy is excellent in the 

newly developing electric car indus-

try. Interest in lithium and lithium batter-

ies is growing exponentially. The Com-

pany is committed to its development 

program and in showing corporate social 

and environmental stewardship in the 

arena. 

 

On June 22, 2009, Lomiko Metals pur-

chased the Aguas de Caliente Lithium 

Brine Property and entered the lithium 

exploration and development industry. It 

subsequently raised $ 1 million through 

Bryon Capital and purchased the Alkali 

Lake lode claims. During October, the 

company met with electric car and battery 

manufacturers in China to discuss the 

battery industry growth in Asia. 

 

Interview conducted by: 

Lynn Fosse, Senior Editor 

CEOCFOinterviews.com 

 

CEOCFO: Mr. Gill, what is the focus at 

Lomiko Metals today? 

Mr. Gill: Lomiko is focused on becom-

ing a fully integrated battery company 

that focuses on lithium ion batteries. We 

started out as a company that was looking 

for lithium in Chile and Nevada and now 

we have added a new focus, which in-

cludes the purchase and resale of refined 

lithium products such as lithium carbon-

ate and lithium hydroxide, and would like 

to find a partner within the battery manu-

facturing industry. 

 

CEOCFO: Is that a strategy that is being 

commonly employed, or is it something 

fairly unique to Lomiko? 

Mr. Gill: This strategy has been devel-

oped organically by Lomiko based on our 

contacts and our situation. I think there 

are a lot of groups out there that are try-

ing to build the same kind of contacts and 

build the same kind of companies but not 

in both in batteries and exploration at the 

same time. In this industry you have 

companies such as Toyota Tusho or Toy-

ota itself, investing in exploration com-

panies. The manufacturers reaching down 

to the exploration companies. You also 

have raw materials companies such as 

SQM that are developing interest in the 

battery manufacturing side and the provi-

sion of refined products up the supply 

chain. However, you don’t have one real 

company that is tied in completely from 

the ground all the way up to the product. 

In other companies such as Rockwood, 

(NYSE: ROC) on the New York Stock 

Exchange; that company has a subsidiary 

called Chemetall Foote, which is a pro-

ducer of lithium and it has pharmaceuti-

cal companies attached to it as they mine 

for lithium for pharmaceutical purposes. 

 

CEOCFO: What is happening today at 

the company, where are you in getting 

established? 

Mr. Gill: We have made some good pro-

gress. We started in June of 2009 with a 

property in Chile and what we have been 

able to do there is start the process of 

exploring in Chile. We have made appli-

cations with the Chilean government. 

Despite some delays do to some earth-

quakes down there we plan to explore the 

Aguas de Caliente Lithium Brine Prop-

erty, which is 2100 hectares in the middle 

of Chile near the Salar de Atacama, 

which is the location of the SQM produc-

tion facility. That project is underway. In 

addition, we signed an agreement where 

we purchased 552 load claims in Nevada 

and that is property is called the Alkali 

Lake Project. So those 11,000 acres in an 

area which is also near a production facil-

ity called Silver Peak owned by Chemet-

all Foote, a subsidiary of Rockwood. We 



are in the vicinity of producers, our prop-

erties have some geological similarities to 

SQM and Chemetall Foote properties and 

we are basically working away at getting 

the exploration done on the properties. 

On the other side, we have from a pro-

ducer, the ability to purchase lithium car-

bonate and lithium hydroxide directly 

from the producer and make partnerships. 

So we have the ability to purchase as of 

now and we are looking for partners that 

are willing to invest into Lomiko that 

have battery manufacturing capabilities. 

 

CEOCFO: There is a lot of lithium in-

terest today; what is the availability and 

any challenges in the development? 

Mr. Gill: There are significant 

challenges in developing lith-

ium-producing properties. It 

takes quite a bit of time and 

also the production process 

requires that brine be removed 

from the salt lake, and dried in 

settling ponds so the water 

would evaporate. The materials 

that are left are processed to 

remove various useful chemi-

cals; potash, lithium, iodide, all come 

from the dried-up salt. Soda ash (Sodium 

bicarbonate) and other catalysts such as 

calcium are used. You want to be able to 

come up with one product such as the 

lithium carbonate, which is 99% pure, 

and then the hydroxide, which contains 

the lithium in liquid form and both of 

those products are used in the battery 

manufacturing process. 

 

CEOCFO: What is the expertise of your 

management team? 

Mr. Gill: Lomiko has been able to rec-

ognize that there is an opportunity in 

lithium. We think lithium is going to be a 

30-year growth market and we are at the 

beginning of a market essentially similar 

to the oil boom in the 1900s. We think 

that lithium is going to be the power 

source for the next boom in in energy. 

We think this is going to be big and that 

is why we are in the market and why we 

have identified Lithium as an exceptional 

element and a required element in almost 

every type of rechargeable battery that is 

broadly used now and will be created in 

the future. Now we recognize that all the 

major electric car companies have used 

lithium ion, lithium vanadium, or lithium 

polymer batteries as their main power 

source, and that is in the production cycle 

now. We also have identified the demand 

for the product on the manufacturing 

side. We have spoken to groups in China, 

Japan, and Korea, and we keep in contact 

with many of the people in Asia that are 

in the market. We understand that they 

require constant and secure supplies of 

lithium and that is their main concern. 

That is why you have a lot of companies 

searching for lithium exploration in the 

long-term. Sure they can buy lithium in 

the short-term, which is considered a two 

to five-year cycle, but in the long-term 

the twenty or thirty-year cycle, ot is more 

difficult to tie down supply because the 

current manufacturing plants will last for 

only twenty or thirty years. You are going 

to want to be able to have the cost and 

supply of lithium that is first acceptable 

and not too expensive so that you can 

moderate the cost and development of 

batteries that you are going to using in 

electric cars. So what we understand is 

that there is a supply side on the lithium 

and we have made connections on the 

supply side and we know that there is a 

demand side, where we have made con-

nections as well. 

 

CEOCFO: What is the financial picture 

like for Lomiko today? 

Mr. Gill: We have raised $1 million ini-

tially in August of 2009. We currently 

have about $600 thousand of 

that available. We haven’t 

spent a lot on acquisitions. We 

own the lode claims at Alkalai 

Lake 100%. We may pick up 

other properties. In Chile, we 

own the property we have out-

right at this point in time. That 

is exceptional, so there is no 

other option payments that are 

required on the properties that 

we own currently. So we have plenty of 

visibility going forward and we have the 

ability to raise money. 

 

CEOCFO: In closing, why should poten-

tial investors pick Lomiko? 

Mr. Gill: We have 100% owned proper-

ties. We are talking to the end manufac-

turers of batteries as well as current lith-

ium producers to be able to have a short-

term plan in place. We have a long-term 

plan in place for exploration. We are an 

exceptional value when compared to 

other companies in this space who are 

trading at four or five times the price. 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

We have 100% owned properties. We are talk-

ing to the end manufacturers of batteries as well 

as current lithium producers to be able to have a 

short-term plan in place. We have a long-term 

plan in place for exploration. We are an excep-

tional value when compared to other companies 

in this space who are trading at four or five 

times the price. - A. Paul Gill 
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