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Personalized Health Care Company, HTG Molecular Diagnostics, Inc. with a 

unique Technology for Analyzing RNA is developing Molecular Diagnostic 

Tests for Pharmaceutical Companies, Molecular Diagnostic Clinical Labs 

And Translational Medicine Research Centers 
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3430 E. Global Loop 

Tucson, AZ 85706 

877-289-2615 

www.htgmolecular.com 

 

 

Tim (TJ) Johnson 

CEO 

 

BIO: Mr. Johnson joined HTG Mo-

lecular in January 2008 from LVC 

Consulting, where he was a partner. 

Prior to LVC Mr. Johnson served as a 

SVP for Ventana Medical systems 

where he oversaw Corporate Devel-

opment, Strategic Marketing, Manu-

facturing Operations and Quality. He 

previously served as head of Global 

Marketing for Hill-Rom Company, and 

as VP/GM for Hill-Rom Airshields, VP 

of North American Operations and VP 

of Strategic Planning. Mr. Johnson 

served on the BOD for Kalypto Medi-

cal and is the industry co-chair for the 

Bioscience Leadership Council of 

Southern Arizona. 

 

About 

HTG Molecular Diagnostics, Inc.: 

HTG Molecular was founded as a life 

sciences company in Tucson, Arizona 

and launched commercially in 2002. 

In 2010 the company attracted a new 

investor syndicate to automate the 

company’s patent protected qNPA 

technology and enter the diagnostic 

market. Since that time, HTG Molecu-

lar has expanded the utility of the 

qNPA technology into applications 

include the measurement of mRNA 

and miRNA, gene fusions and muta-

tions in a variety of sample types, 

especially in formalin-fixed, paraffin 

embedded (FFPE) tissue. 

 

Interview conducted by: 

Lynn Fosse, Senior Editor 

CEOCFO Magazine 

 

CEOCFO: Mr. Johnson, would you 

begin by telling us about HTG Mo-

lecular Diagnostics and what the vi-

sion is for the company? 

Mr. Johnson: HTG Molecular is a 

personalized health care company. 

The company was actually founded in 

2002, but recently through a recapi-

talization and new strategy for the 

company, focused our technology into 

the molecular pathology and molecu-

lar medicine area. We have a very 

novel and unique technology platform 

for analyzing RNA. We are very anx-

ious to be a force enabling molecular 

technology for pathology groups in-

terested in molecular medicine. We 

are very focused as a company on 

bringing a simple and accurate solu-

tion for RNA (Ribonucleic Acid) anal-

ysis. The next stage from DNA within 

the continuum. Our real mission is to 

bring a level of capabilities for analyz-

ing tissues that allow for simple, accu-

rate and fast work streams.  

 

CEOCFO: Would you be considered 

a diagnostics company, or is it re-

search? What will it be used for and 

the applications for what you are de-

veloping?     

Mr. Johnson: We are primarily a di-

agnostics company. We really view 

ourselves as a company in partnering 

with translational researchers who are 

very interested in developing molecu-

lar diagnostic tests, providing a seam-

less technology solution from the 

translational research into clinical ap-

plications.   

 

CEOCFO: What would the market be 

for you? 

Mr. Johnson: The market for us 

would be molecular diagnostic tests. 

Our first tests are in development and 

we will be bringing those to the FDA 

in the second half of this year. We 

have really defined the overall mo-

lecular diagnostic market as our pri-

mary market. We basically have three 

primary customers that we focus on. 

Those are pharmaceutical companies 

developing companion diagnostic as-

says, molecular diagnostic clinical 

labs, and also those major transla-

tional medicine research centers. 
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CEOCFO: Personalized medicine is 

the new buzz word. Can you explain 

your how your platform fits in with 

personalized medicine?  

Mr. Johnson: Absolutely. There is no 

question that personalized 

medicine and personalized 

healthcare is accelerating 

adoption everywhere. It is 

the ability to understand the 

right therapies and solutions 

for patients. We provide the 

ability, within our platform of 

solutions, to do both multi-

plex; to be able to look at 

multiple genes, as well as 

multi-parameter testing. It is 

the ability to look at the mul-

tiple aspects of the gene at 

an expressed level. Custom-

ers can take very small 

samples and look at them 

from multiple applications in 

a highly multiplex fashion 

very quickly. 

 

CEOCFO: You mentioned 

funding. What is funding and do you 

see yourself needing more funds to 

continue; first of all, your product 

launch, as well as products and de-

velopment?  

Mr. Johnson: In 2011, HTG Molecu-

lar was able to bring in new strategic 

investors, and we now have a very 

strong, strategic group of investors in 

our company. We will require addi-

tional funding in order to launch the 

next line of products. However, we do 

have very good support from our in-

vestors. 

 

CEOCFO: Would you address inves-

tors and the business community and 

tell us why HTG Molecular Diagnos-

tics will have an impact in the industry 

as you move forward? 

Mr. Johnson: That is a 

great question. I think that 

primarily our team here is 

really focused and highly 

driven to make a difference 

in the lives of people who 

are afflicted with cancer or 

serious diseases. Everything 

that we focus on here is how 

can we make a difference 

with those patients and the 

physicians that are treating 

them. We recognize we 

need to improve the ability 

to better understand the 

complexities of cancer and 

do so with a positive impact 

on the cost of healthcare. At 

the end of the day, the 

measure of what we are 

able to do with our company 

is to bring new diagnostic 

tests that help diagnose these very 

serious disease, help pharmaceutical 

companies develop new novel drugs 

and assist physicians better treat their 

patients. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

“HTG Molecular is a personalized health care 

company. The company was actually founded 

in 2002, but recently through a recapitalization 

and new strategy for the company, focused our 

technology into the molecular pathology and 

molecular medicine area. We have a very novel 

and unique technology platform for analyzing 

RNA. We are very anxious to be a force ena-

bling molecular technology for pathology 

groups interested in molecular medicine. We 

are very focused as a company on bringing a 

simple and accurate solution for RNA (Ribonu-

cleic Acid) analysis. The next stage from DNA 

within the continuum. Our real mission is to 

bring a level of capabilities for analyzing tis-

sues that allow for simple, accurate and fast 

work streams.” - Tim (TJ) Johnson 

HTG Molecular Diagnostics, Inc. 

3430 E. Global Loop 

Tucson, AZ 85706 

877-289-2615 

www.htgmolecular.com 


