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CEOCFO: Dr. Khanna, what is the vision behind NeuroPn Therapeutics?
Dr. Khanna: The vision of NeuroPn Therapeutics is to create innovative and 
safer therapeutics for pain associated with nerve damage (peripheral 
neuropathic pain) caused by conditions such as diabetes and chemotherapy. 
We also envision that our drug discovery approach would offer a disease 
modifying therapy (i.e. prevent nerve damage and promote nerve healing) for 
neurodegenerative diseases  

CEOCFO: Would you tell us about what we know peripheral neuropathic pain?
Dr. Khanna: Peripheral neuropathic pain is a neurological disorder that affects over 16 million Americans and is causally 
linked to a number of diseases including diabetes, cancer, shingles, and infections such as HIV, chronic back pain, stroke, 
and multiple sclerosis. Peripheral neuropathy remains hugely unmet need with millions of patients suffering around the 
globe. The drugs in the market, which include antidepressants (tricyclics), serotonin-norepinephrine reuptake inhibitors 
(duloxetine), anticonvulsants (gabapentin, pregabalin) and opioids offer non-optimal efficacy and dose-limiting adverse 
effects. For example, studies on key drugs in the market indicate that over 80% patients do not accomplish clinically 
significant efficacy, and the adverse effects particularly the CNS effects limit utility of these drugs on chronic or high dose 
use. There is an urgent need for novel therapeutics that are more efficacious, safer and better tolerated.

CEOCFO: What is the approach at NeuroPn Therapeutics?
Dr. Khanna: NeuroPn is developing novel inhibitors of an enzyme that stimulate endogenous pathways to control 
inflammation and pain and promote nerve healing. We hypothesize; this multimodal approach can offer novel agents with 
expanded efficacy and superior CNS safety vs. the marketed drugs. Based on the work done by us and others in the field, 
we also anticipate the approach to offer neuroprotection and potential disease modification strategy to treat painful 
peripheral neuropathy 

CEOCFO: What have you found so far?
Dr. Khanna: NeuroPn has identified a series of novel, orally active, potent enzyme inhibitors with efficacy in animal 
models of acute and chronic peripheral neuropathic pain. In animal models of nerve injury, NeuroPn compounds prevent 
neuronal damage and promote nerve healing. Unlike opioids and other centrally acting agents, NeuroPn treatment is not 
associated with narcotic and other CNS adverse effects. NeuroPn approach has also demonstrated therapeutic utility in 
Parkinson’s disease. We have filed provisional patent application protecting composition of matter.
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CEOCFO: Were you surprised the potential for reversal might exist?
Dr. Khanna: Based on the work we and others have done, we hypothesized NeuroPn approach could offer neuronal 
protection. It was, however, gratifying to see validation of hypothesis including neuronal healing and potential reversal of 
neuronal damage in preclinical studies done. These are early findings and we are trying to validate concept in other 
animal models. The data generated so far has been very encouraging and has us excited about its potential utility in 
neurodegenerative diseases

CEOCFO: What are your next steps?
Dr. Khanna: We are currently in the lead optimization phase of the discovery project and are about 12-18 months away 
from initiating human trials. We are seeking strategic partnerships with other biotech/pharma companies, as well as 
potential investors, who can join hands with us to accomplish project milestones and establish human proof of concept.

CEOCFO: What do you understand from your background to advance NeuroPn, both on the scientific level and 
on the business side?
Dr. Khanna: This is a critical question. On personal level, I have been associated with the pharma companies for 28 plus 
years. Over the years, I have worked with large pharma companies that include Pfizer, Pharmacia, Searle as well as 
smaller biotech companies. I have been fortunate to be involved with multiple discovery projects from the conceptual 
phase into the clinic and to the market. Our co-founder is also highly experienced pharma industry professional with 
strong success record in drug discovery. We have highly accomplished advisors that help support discovery needs in 
ADME, regulatory, safety, business development and other disciplines. Our seasoned team with expertise in domain 
functions can help advance projects through various drug discovery phases. As we grow, we may identify a business 
development head.

CEOCFO: What has been the response from the medical and research communities?
Dr. Khanna: We have seen good response and endorsement of science approach in our discussions with experts, 
meetings with potential partners, and presentations at the conferences. We are currently in discussions with a couple of 
pharma partners and investors and hope to build a strategic collaboration to accomplish milestone goals. We are certainly 
encouraged by endorsement of science and interest in our approach.

CEOCFO: There are so many companies and so many ideas in drug development. Why should NeuroPn 
Therapeutics standout?
Dr. Khanna: Yes, there are many drug development companies and discovery approaches being explored to address 
unmet needs in peripheral neuropathy. Some are targeting improvement in delivery methods, while others are evaluating 
novel approaches and targets. The key marketed drugs (pregabalin, duloxetine) are losing proprietary rights but there is 
no emerging therapy to replace these drugs. There is clearly a gap in available options for suffering patients. The drug 
discovery is a risky venture and challenges continue to be high but there are also opportunities and huge rewards with 
success. We anticipate the NeuroPn approach with expanded efficacy, superior CNS profile and neuronal protection can 
offer a first in class, potential disease modifying approach for painful peripheral neuropathy and other neurodegenerative 
diseases.   

“We anticipate NeuroPn approach with expanded efficacy, superior CNS profile and neuronal 
protection can offer a first in class, potential disease modifying approach for painful peripheral 
neuropathy and other neurodegenerative diseases.”- Dr. Ish Khanna


