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BIO: 

Trevor Tennant is currently the manag-

ing director and one of the founders of 

SHM. He has over 35 years experience in 

the mining industry with much of it fo-

cused on the base metals and industrial 

minerals sectors. He was previously an 

executive director of Portman Mining 

Limited, and OM Holdings Limited and a 

non-executive director of Territory Iron 

Limited. All three companies are listed 

on the Australian Stock Exchange 

("ASX"). 

 

Mr. Tennant is a qualified mining engi-

neer with a range of experience including 

13 years with Broken Hill Pty Ltd. be-

tween 1974 and 1987. During this period 

he was employed as the underground 

manager of a tin mine in Indonesia, an 

engineer on the Ok Tedi mine feasibility 

study, the manager of an iron ore mine 

and the general manager of a large man-

ganese mine. 

 

Company Profile: 

Southern Hemisphere Mining Ltd. is a 

focused explorer with four base metal 

projects in Chile. 

 

The projects cover approximately 260 

km

2

 of ground prospective for large scale 

porphyry copper mineralization and in-

clude a known manganese resource in 

northern Chile. 

 

The company is examining further pro-

jects that also have the potential to add 

value for shareholders. 

- Experienced Australian and Chilean 

exploration management and exploration 

teams  

- Company is focused on bringing a pro-

ject into production quickly  

- New manganese property recognized as 

having the potential for early develop-

ment  

- Current strategy is to complete a con-

ceptual study on the manganese project 

by end of June 2009  

- Management plans to finalize acquisi-

tion of some well-researched copper/gold 

projects and recommence targeted explo-

ration work when market conditions im-

prove. 

 

Interview conducted by: 

Lynn Fosse, Senior Editor 

CEOCFOinterviews.com 

 

CEOCFO: Mr. Tennant, you have a long 

history in the industry; why are you with 

Southern Hemisphere? 

Mr. Tennant: “I was attracted to South-

ern Hemisphere as a result of a colleague 

of mine who is a Chilean National, living 

in Australia for some time. I went across 

and had a look at the opportunity there 

and felt that certainly if you are looking 

for copper, it is the place to be as it hosts 

the biggest copper resources in the world. 

My colleague had experience working in 

Chile; he was the head of the BHP Engi-

neering in Chile for a while, so he was 

familiar with the opportunities and had 

good contacts. It was at a time when I 

had cashed out of previous investments, 

so I thought it was a good opportunity.” 

CEOCFO: What do you like about cop-

per? 

Mr. Tennant: “Copper is a basic build-

ing block for urban infrastructure and 

therefore there will always be a market 

for copper, and it is a very transparent 

market with the LME. In addition, copper 

projects can be significant in terms of 

scale to allow for company making pro-

jects.” 

 

CEOCFO: Would you tell us about the 

project that you are focusing on today? 

Mr. Tennant: “We started trading in 

Canada on the TSX on the fourth of 

January 2008, so we haven’t been out at 

all that long. We have three projects that 

were the basis of our public float. The 

southernmost project is San Jose, where 

there was some past drilling information 

and we drilled four diamond drill holes 

there and intercepted a porphyry with an 

appropriate alteration style. However, 

there is obviously a lot of further work to 

be done and we have one of the majors 

look at that to see whether that could be 

of some interest for a farm in agreement. 

The other project moving further north is 

called, La Santas, which is close to the 

Los Pelambres porphyry/copper deposit. 

The Los Pelambres project that is owned 

by the Antofagasta group produces over 

300,000 tonnes of copper metal per year. 

We drilled 15 reverse circulation drill 

holes and hit some interesting porphyry 

indicators with low copper grades and are 

in a position to better locate drill holes for 

the next campaign. 

 

Moving further north to El Arrayan, 

which is inland from the town called La 

Serena, El Arrayan is close to the 

Andocollo project and has evidence of 

high grade mineralized zones. We drilled 



seven holes there and intersected some 

quite good intercepts of copper, including 

80 meters of 0.9%. It is a good start in 

relation to our expression works. 

 

The market turned and it became appar-

ent to me that to succeed as a company 

we need to look at projects that would be 

close to cash rather than longer term pro-

jects such as porphyry/copper projects. 

We focused on an opportunity that came 

our way for manganese, which is a com-

modity that I have had a lot of experience 

with. This particular manganese opportu-

nity is in northern Chile, 170 kilometers 

inland from the existing Port of Arica. 

We secured that project and the first drill 

hole went down in early December of last 

year. Since then we have drilled 3500 

meters of RC (reverse circulation) drill-

ing in 152 drill holes, and have certainly 

got a fairly significant manganese de-

posit, which has excellent transport logis-

tics . Manganese being a bulk 

commodity is as much a trans-

port business as a mining busi-

ness. The project needs to be 

located close to a port with bulk 

ship loading facilities. There-

fore, we have all the elements 

for a successful manganese 

project. The resource is large in 

size and drill indicated re-

sources, that are not JORC 

compliant at this stage are at present16 

million tons of 10% manganese. We have 

done metallurgical work, which indicates 

that the material can be upgraded to 

about 40% manganese with acceptable 

yields. The mining costs are relatively 

low because there is no over burden. It is 

a flat tabular deposit that outcrops. We 

are focusing on that manganese project 

and are working on a scoping study to 

identify all the costs and to get a clearer 

idea of what the economic outcomes 

might be before moving on to a feasibility 

study.” 

 

CEOCFO: Have you just taken on two 

additional projects in Chile? 

Mr. Tennant: “When we first listed 

Southern Hemisphere mining we obvi-

ously had to stop somewhere in our ac-

quisition program so that we could com-

plete the 43-101 reports and get started. 

There are still opportunities for acquiring 

projects. The original shareholders set up 

two incorporations in Chile and acquired 

further projects in those two incorpora-

tions. We since then had an independent 

expert report on those projects for 43-101 

and complete independent evaluations, so 

we are going through a corporate process 

of letting the shareholders decide whether 

these projects would be suitable for incor-

porating within Southern Hemisphere. To 

that effect we are calling a general meet-

ing to be held the latter part of July.” 

 

CEOCFO: What are the good points and 

the challenges of working in Chile? 

Mr. Tennant: “It is a mining country. It 

has had foreign investments for some 

time. It is a fairly regulated system. The 

tenement ownership system is a reason-

able system. The rule of law applies and 

there are quality people who understand 

mining. We use a very competent Chilean 

geologist who will be invited on our 

board and we also have a Chilean mining 

engineer who works as general manager 

on a part-time basis. Therefore, there are 

high-quality people there and the general 

rule of law is good. In addition, the infra-

structure in terms of domestic travel is 

very good, close to the sea. Apart from 

that, it has a very rich mineral endow-

ment. Chile has the biggest copper depos-

its in the world and the biggest copper 

mines in the world.” 

 

CEOCFO: Do you own your project 

100%? 

Mr. Tennant: “We own the project 

100% without any royalties to third par-

ties.” 

 

CEOCFO: Will you continue to do so? 

Mr. Tennant: “We would be quite happy 

to go after some of the bigger targets. 

After conducting drilling programs to 

indicate the prospectivity of these areas, 

we would be quite happy to look at joint 

ventures with other companies. We were 

quick in drill testing our first projects and 

will continue to focus on gaining explora-

tion results in a timely and efficient man-

ner. Some of the projects we can develop 

ourselves and others may be a better place 

for a joint venture with other companies.” 

 

CEOCFO: What is the financial picture 

for Southern Hemisphere Mining? 

Mr. Tennant: “Because of the interest in 

the manganese project, we raised further 

funds of the company in November, 2008. 

The investors were myself and some Chi-

nese colleagues, who are in the business 

of manganese and are quite interested in 

it. So at the moment, we have funds at 

bank but are considering another capital 

raising in the third quarter of this year.” 

 

CEOCFO: Why should Southern Hemi-

sphere stand out to potential investors? 

Mr. Tennant: “To my mind Southern 

Hemisphere is a good opportunity with its 

mix of projects. If you look at the explo-

ration opportunity you have to 

take the point of view that only 

a very small portion of explora-

tion companies will end up 

yielding a resource and only a 

few of those resources will end 

up yielding a reserve and a 

producing mine. Therefore, 

you really have to have a range 

of opportunities and we have 

done that as part of our strat-

egy. We certainly have a range of projects 

in suitable geological environments that 

have a chance of yielding a resource. So 

we are in a better place than most junior 

companies operating in Chile, but mixed 

with that at the moment of course is the 

manganese property. Manganese is a 

commodity that is used in the steel mak-

ing business. There is a reasonable de-

mand for manganese. We would be 

placed to be competitive with other pro-

ducers in terms of cost of getting a prod-

uct from the mine into the hatch of a 

ship. It has a chance of being quite a suc-

cessful mining operation.” 

 

CEOCFO: Final thoughts, what should 

people remember most when they read 

about Southern Hemisphere Mining? 

Mr. Tennant: “A very focused manage-

ment team, with limited overheads, and 

looking at gaining wealth for sharehold-

ers through success in exploration and 

mine development work.” 

“The market turned and it became apparent to 

me that to succeed as a company we need to 

look at projects that would be close to cash 

rather than longer-term projects such as por-

phyry/copper projects. We focused on an oppor-

tunity that came our way for manganese, which 

is a commodity that I have had a lot of experi-

ence with.” - Trevor Tennant 


